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WINCHESTER MODEL 1887 AND MODEL 1901 | offered in three models; Deluxe with color casehardened receiver

HH lever action shotguns became eminently successful | and lever, high-polish blue barrel, walnut stock and forend —

in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, both as a | much as they would have appeared in the late 19th and early 20th

hunting arm, when fitted with the long 30%-inch barrel, and as a | centuries — an all-blued model with wood grip and forearm (simi-
fearsome defensive and offensive weapon in the hands of lawmen | lar to the Model 1901, which did not have a color casehardened
and railroad guards when sporting the lever gun’s shortened 22.25- | receiver), and a more contemporary matte black with a soft touch
inch barrel and a magazine full of double aught buckshot. Fully load- | rubberized finish on the shortened pistol grip stock.
ed the Winchester had the capacity of a six-shooter and in a practiced In the 1890s and early 20th century American West, the

hand nearly the speed, but with far more deadly results for those on | Winchester lever gun, designed by John Moses Browning, was

the wrong end. Sawed off models with even shorter barrels of
12 to 18 inches, and stocks cut off just below the wrist
were wielded by sheriffs, marshals, city policemen,

regarded by most on either side of the law as the great equalizer
of odds. First offered as a 12 gauge in 1887 and then in both 12
and larger 10 gauge models,

prison guards, Texas and Arizona Rangers, and others the Winchester lever action
on both sides of the law, the latter of which finally led to
the National Firearms Act in 1934 limiting

the barrel length of a rifle or shotgun to

shotgun was an unrivaled suc-

cess until the advent of Winchester’s

slide action 12 gauge shotguns in 1893 and 1897.
Winchester’s 1888 sales catalog described the
new lever action shotgun as follows: “Sportsmen

no less than 18 inches for civilians.

More than 125 years later ArmiSport

Chiappa began introducing striking copies will find this a strong, serviceable arm. The system
of the Winchester Model 1887 including the
most recent version, a sawed off guard gun with
an 18%-inch barrel and stock cut and rounded

off at the pistol grip. This latest Chiappa 1887 is

contains but sixteen parts in all, and can be readily
understood from sectional cuts. The breech block

and finger lever form one piece, and move together in

‘”,
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nypreat opening and closing. The hammer, placed in the breech
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WINCHESTER MODEL 1887

The attention to fine detail in fit, finish, and
working parts, makes the Chiappa Model
1887 the finest reproduction western shotgun
on the market. The example at left is a real
Winchester Model 1887; the Chiappa is on
the right and at the bottom!

block, is automatically cocked during the
closing motion; but can also be cocked or set
at half cock by hand.”

“The trigger and finger lever are so adjust-
ed that the trigger cannot be pulled prema-
turely, and the gun cannot be discharged
until closed. The barrel can be examined and
cleaned from the breech. The magazine and
carrier hold five cartridges, which with one
in the chamber make six at the command
of the shooter.” In designing the Model 1887
John Browning utilized a rolling block-like
action, which followed the arc of the lever in
its movement, with the internal mechanism
dropping down from the receiver. With the
breech exposed, it was easy to load a single
shell into the gun if necessary.

Six shots could make anyone on the
wrong end think twice, The 1887 was quickly
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adopted by lawmen like
Cochise County, Arizona
Sheriff John Slaughter,
stage coach and railway
guards, and most any-
one who wanted the
most firepower then
available in a shotgun.
Even after Winchester
introduced the slide act-
ion shotgun in 1893,
(which was also designed
by Browning) the 1887
remained in production
until it was replaced by the Model 1901.

The 1887 models had beautifully color
casehardened receivers and levers, and barrel
lengths of 30% inches in 12 gauge and 32%
inches in 10 gauge. Custom barrel lengths
were also offered and short barrel versions
were available for lawmen, guards, and mes-
sengers requiring a lighter, more maneuver-
able shotgun. Most guard guns had a 22%-
inch barrel. Late in 1897 Winchester added
another variation cataloged as a Riot Gun.
Noted the factory, “The Winchester lever
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o Gauge. 12 « Barrel: 18% inches * OA Length: 28- 3/5 in.
Welght 6.8 pounds (empty) * Stock: Deluxe walnut « Sights: None * Action: Lever
Finish: Deluxe color casehardened receiver/blued barrel » Capacity: 5+1 « MSRP: $1,295 |

action ‘Riot’ gun is made with a 20-inch,
rolled steel barrel, cylinder bore barrel, bored
expressly to shoot buckshot... They are far
superior to a revolver for shooting in the
dark, where aim is uncertain, as a buckshot
cartridge contains nine bullets to one con-
tained by a revolver cartridge.”

The forend design is one of the Winchester
shotgun’s most distinctive features. It is of
two-piece construction, divided by the bar-
rel and magazine tube and held together
with one screw on early models and two

on later production. The
““two series also differed
in the type of magazine
retainer used. The early
examples had a stud
secured to the underside
of the barrel with a screw
holding the retainer
cap in place. This was
changed around serial
number 28,000. The im-
proved retainer used a
steel band that partially
encircled the barrel and
was secured by a screw. A second retention
screw passed completely through the end of
the magazine. A version of the later forend
and magazine retainer designs are used on
the Chiappa 1887 reproductions.

Built for black powder shells, the orig-
inal Winchester models were discontin-
ued after approximately 64,855 examples
had been produced, and replaced by the
improved Model 1901, which was built to
withstand the added pressures of smokeless
powder shot shells. The 1901 model used
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a simple blued receiver and new two-piece
action lever, changing both the styling and
handsome look of the 1887.

Modern Models

One of the more versatile alterations
of the historic Winchester lever shotgun,
the new Chiappa sawed off 1887 is suitable
for Cowboy Action Shooting (if you dare
with only an 18%;-inch barrel and no shoul-
der stock). Original shortened 1887 models,
loaded with a variety of shells from #7%
(1-ounce of shot) or #8 heavy game loads
(1-1/8 ounces of shot), to buckshot rounds
ranging from #4 buckshot (34 pellets) to 00
buck (9 pellets), made them easy to carry on
horseback or even shouldered in a scabbard.
The same applies to the modern version from
Chiappa, which is shown being carried in a
custom made saddle scabbard based on an
original early 20th century Heiser & Heiser
Saddlery pattern recreated by Alan and
Donna Soellner of Chisholm’s Trail Leather.

Weighing 6.8 pounds and measuring
only 28-3/5 inches in overall length, the
Chiappa sawed off 1887, starts at around
$995. The sawed off model is easy to handle,
surprisingly well balanced and no harder to
lever than a full stocked shotgun.

While the fundamental advantages of a
sawed off shotgun in the late 1800s and early
1900s were ease of use on horseback or quick
maneuverability in close quarters such as a
sheriff or railway guard facing down several
armed outlaws, or a city lawman turning back
an angry crowd bent on a lynching, the mod-
ern implications, outside of Cowboy Action
Shooting, vary little from a century ago.
The Chiappa is still (Please turn to page 75)

Poundmg 00 buckshot loads downrange
from 45 feet and 15 feet, the sawed off
Chiappa 1887 delivered tight groupings
with the best measuring 3.25 inches.
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X®11 Learn from the American Gunsmithing Institute

The Nation's Premier Gunsmithing School

Be a Certified Law Eniorcement Armorer
and qualify to wear this patch' '*

Responding to numerous requests from law enforcement agencies, officers,
gunsmiths, and individual shooters, AGI announces the opportunity to enroll in
a Home Study Law Enforcement Armorer's Course. This certified course covers
all of the current commonly used law enforcement handguns, shotguns and patrol rifles. We have
incorporated the following AGI DVD Armorer's Courses into a single course along with testing and

certification to create this exclusive AGI Certified Law Enforcement Armorer's Course.

"I was trained by three Master Gunsmiths and thought my training was fairly
complete, but I was truly surprised at everything new that I learned in this course, it is direct
and fully explained. Your customer service is also very helpful and courteous."
Sincerely, David Myers, Humble, TX

Guns covered in detail include:
Glock Pistols * Colt 1911 * S&W M&P - SIG Pistol * Springfield XD * Beretta 92
H&K USP « AR-15 Rifle * Ruger Mini-14 ¢ Ruger Double Action Revolvers * S&W Revolvers “§
Remington 870 Shotguns ¢ Mossberg 500 Series Shotguns * S&W Auto Pistols 1st, 2nd & 3rd Gen.

Each individual video Armorer's Course covers:
Complete disassembly and reassembly, detailed explanation of design, function and internal

Over 21 workings using a cutaway firearm, basic trouble shooting and repair at an armorer's level,
R AND . . . each course includes a printable schematic! To attend just one factory armorer
Video school would cost you hundreds of dollars, plus days of time and travel expenses. This entire

course is equal to attending 14 (fourteen!) factory schools - as many times as you want!
PLUS you can watch and learn at home in your spare time. Your knowledge of these firearms
and confidence in maintaining them will reach a new level.
(You do not need to be in law enforcement to take this course.)

Instruction!

"Thank you for all the fine lessons on the firearms covered in this
course and for all the wonderful knowledge and help."
Edward E. Smith, Clark, MO.
Over 21 Hours of Video Instruction! 14 Armorer's Course DVDs, testing, certification and the Law Enforcement
Certified Armorer’s Patch, $797 plus $15 shipping, ITEM# LEACKITDVD SALE! $697

EW Certified Armorer's Course [ Certted Couhay Actio
spec1f1ca y for Cowboy Action Guns!

Applicable to all models, copies and clones
Start gunsmithing in the fastest growing shooting sport in the USA! This course consists of seven different AGI
Armorer's Courses and covers the common cowboy action revolvers such as Colt and Ruger single actions, lever
action cowboy rifles such as the Winchester ‘92, ‘04, 1866, 1873, 1876, 1886, the Marlin '94 and 93, the classic
Winchester ‘97 pump shotgun, and all of their clones and copies. The course covers tuning the single action
revolver for speed shooting, and contains two bonus DVDs. These additional lessons cover gated and non-gated
conversions of Colt and Remington percussion revolvers to cartridge (with and without a mill), and an extensive

i American Gunsmithing Institute

smooth and tune of the Marlin '94. This lesson covers trigger jobs as well and is applicable to all cowboy lever guns.
Special introductory price of only $397! Reg$497 plus $13 sh TEM# CCACOURSE | Offer Code# GOWco05a |

Order Today? Offrs cannot be combined with any other promotional offers or discounts. Cannot be applied to any previous sales. Promotion subject to change, while supplies last. Offers expire 6/28/12.

1-800-797-0867 - www.AmericanGunsmith.com




