here may be no rifle more
Tappealing to an American
shooter than a big-bore

lever-action—therea’s just some-
thing about working the lever and
sending big, heavy bullets down-
range, one after another, Of course
there's always the cowboy con-
nection, and nothing symbolizes
America’s spirit like the cowlhoy.
Chiappa's new 1BES Kodiak ties
the modern lever gun's perfor-
manee tegether with its historic
appeal in a robust package.

Chiappa starts with a variation
of the John Brovwning-desicned
Winchester 1886 action, which,
unlilee previous lever-guns,
incorporated twin vertical locldng
bolts that simultaneonsly engaged
channels in the receiver and
breechbolt, making it compatible
with mere powerful, large-bore
cartridges of the era, such as the

A45-T0 Gov't, .45-90 and even the
80-110, During the 48 years Win-
chester manufactured the original
18886, nearly 160,000 were sold. It
was available in carbine, rifle and
musket variations.

Made in Italy, Chiappa's Kodiak
is a modern variant that some
would classify as a "guide gun”—
a category generally credited to
Alaska-based Wild West Guns,
which has offered big-bore, short-
barreled lever-action rifles with
mgged aperture sights or scout
scopes since 1992, In 1998 Marlin
introduced its rendition—officially
coined as the “Guide Gun'"—built
on itz 1885 action. Chiappa has
applied this concept to the Win-
chester Model 1885 design, and
the end rezult iz a beast of a rifle
with a lot of hunting potential.

The Eodialk's action is
machined from 4140 steel. It is fit-
ted with a heavy 184" 4140 steel
barrel with an ectagonal section
that extends 10%4" out from the
receiver with the remainder hav-

ing a round, nen-tapered profile.
The octagonal portion of bar-
rel measures a hefty 0.82" wide
across the flats, and the round
part of the barrel has a diameter
of 0.845" Beneath the barrel is a
short four-round magazine mbe
that extends 2% " past the nose
cap on the fore-end, making it
4% " ghort of the muzzle,

The stock is havdwaood but has
been coated with black soft-touch
paint, which makes for a solid, yet
comfortable feel in hand. Just as
importantly, it contrasts very nicely
with the brushed-niclkel finish that
has been applied to the action,
barrel and lever. A soft, rubber
buttpad and hard-chrome sling
swivel studs—one on the buttstock
and one on the nose cap—round
out the Kodialk.

Although the soft-touch paint
and brushed-nickel finish are
modern touches, perhaps the most
modern enhancerment has to do
with the sights. Dovetailed ante
the end of the barrel is a 0,40"

The Chiappa's hutt is topped by a generous soft
rubber recoll pad (1.). John Browning designed the
strong, twin vertical locking bolls that pass through
the recelver and the holt (far v) for the Winchester |
Madel 1886, on which the Kodiak is based,
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SHOOTING RESULTS (100 YDS.)

-45-70 Gov'r. Ver. @ 15' | Emency |  Grour Size In IucuEs
CaRTHIDGE fF.r.g.] (Fr.-tes.)  Swaicest Lapcest  Average
DourLeTAP 300-6r. 1908 Ave. 2,425 | 2.24 | 3.40 | 2.84
Barnes TSX 10 So

Renmvaron Rire 1047 Avc. 986 | 2.20 4.51 3.03
405-Gr. SP 45 Sp

No. 29473

Wincuesrer 200-ca. 1831 Ava. 2,233 1.30 2.00 1.63
BALLISTIC SILVERTIP 13 Sp

AvERAGE EXTREME SPREAD 250

MEASURED AVERAGE VELOCTY FoR 10 ROUNDS EROM AN 815" nag REL OVER A SEOOTING
CHROMY CHROMOGRAFH. HANGE TEMPERATURE! G4 F Hupomy: 449, Accuaacy FOFE FIVE
CONSECUTIVE, FIVE-SHOT GROUPS AT 100 ¥DS. FROM A SANDBAG REST, ABBREVIATIONS: S0
1STANDARD DEVIATION], SP (5067 romTh, TS (TriPLE-SHocs X-BuLLeT).

VWith its external metal parts treated with a brushed nickel finish and jts
soft-touch painted hardwood stock, the Kadiak is a weather-resistant big
bora. The .45-70 Gov't rifle is made aven more versatile by a rail farward of
the action port that allows a scout-style riflescope.

high, red fiber-aptic front sight.
For a rear sight Chiappa choze
the intriguing Skinner aperture,
which is mounted just forward of
the action. When combined with
the fiber-optic front, it offers an
easy-to-see and fast-to-acquire
sight picture. Tapped holes in the
top flat of the octagonal portion of
the barrel accommodate a Weaver-
style scout scope rail; however,
the rear sight must be removed in
order to mount it.

The rail vastly expands the
versalility of the rifle; in fact,
all test firing with the Chiappa
Kedial: was conducted using
a Burris 2-TX handgun scope,
Granted, at seven power such a
setup somewhat defeats the both-
eyes-open concept, but it was
nonetheless helpful in shooting
from the bench to determine the
rifle’s accuracy potential.

As for the shots fired, the
Kodiak’s 8-1b. weight sufficiently
tamed the recoil of the .45-70 Gov't
cartridge—even the hard-receiling
load from DoubleTap that pushed a
300-gr. bullet out of the 18,5" bar-
rel at more than 1900 {.p.s. Five-

shot groups from the bench ranged
from a small of 1.30" to a large of
4.51". The Hodiak shot best with
the Winchester 300-gr. Ballistic Sil-
vertip load, which usually resulted
in three out of the five shots touch-
ing on a target. In steadier hands,

it might be a minute-of-angle load
cut of the rifle.

The anemic 405-gr. Remington
factory load was a bit inconsistent
but was a pleasure to shoot with
minimal recoil. Additfonally, the
peint of impact of the Reming-
ton load, when compared to the
harder-hitting Winchester and
DoubleTayp loads, was 18" lower.

In all, 120 younds were cycled
and fired through the Chiappa
Eodiak. Most were fired from the
bench but enough wete shot from
off-hand positions to establish that
this rifle points fast and balances
very well. The action functioned
flawlessly with all the loads tested.
The trigger was nothing short of
exceptional—regardless of rifle
type. In fact, one shooter com-
mented that he'd never pulled a
lrigger on a lever-action rifle out
of the box that could compare

CHIAPPA KODIAK

ManvracTurer: CHIARRS FIREARKS,
Annit SrorTiKinar, Yia MiLana,
2, Azzano Meuia (Bs), ITay 25020;
WAL CHIAP PAFIREARAS 0O R

IvPoRTER: CHisFsa FIREARME,
6785 W ke Sr., Davron, OH
43417, (937) B36-5000;
WAL CHARPAFIREAR MS.CO M

Mooes: Komar (920-301)

Career: AB-TO Gov'

Acnon TYPE: LEVER-ACTION
CENTER-FIRE RIFLE

Recever: 4140 STERL BRUSHED
MICKEL FINISH

Barrer; 181", 4140 sTEEL,
BRUSHED MICKEL FINISH

Rirtivg: six-sroove, 1:18" RH twist

Masazinve: FOUR-ROUMD TLIALLAR

SIGHTS: FIRER-0FTIC FROMT,
SEIMMER APERTLIRE REAR

TRGGER: SINGLE-STAGE, 2-18., 12-0F PLILL

STOCK PAINTED HARDWOOD, LEMGTH OF
PULL, 13" DROF AT HEEL, 17"
OROP AT HEEL, 23"

Overact Lenaru: 37"

WeiGHT, 8 Les., B nzs,

Succesten Reran Price: 51,595

to that of the Kodiale. It had zero
take-up and broke at a crisp and
consistent £ lbs., 18 o=s.

The wide variety of factory .45-70

Gov't loads means that the Chiappa
Eodiak can be loaded for game
ranging from whitetail deer to water
buffalo, That, combined with all the
rifle’s other positive fealures maloes
the Kodiak a fast-handling carbine
with punch suitable for hunting
Alaska fo Africa—and just about
everywhere in between, Jf
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